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RESOLUTION URGING SCHOOL BOARDSTO

KEEP MEDIA RESOURCESA PRIORITY

2001 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Sponsor: A. Lamont Tyler
This concurrent resolution of the L egislature and the Governor urges every elementary
school in the state to have a full-time certified library media specialist. The resolution urges
that increased funding for library specialists and collection development be provided and
encour ages local school boar ds to meet minimum standar ds for media center facilities and
programs.
Beit resolved by the Legidature of the state of Utah, the Governor concurring therein:

WHEREAS, research in more than 60 educational and library studies has shown that school
library media programs and certified library media speciaists have a significant impact on student
achievement;

WHEREAS, research studies have shown that students achieve higher scores on reading
and comprehension tests when they have access to adequate print resources, media technology, and
certified personnel;

WHEREAS, student success in reading is directly related to time spent practicing reading
skills;

WHEREAS, as citizens of a global society participating in the information age all students
must be able to use print, nonprint, and electronic resources;

WHEREAS, the Utah State Board of Education has developed literature appreciation and
literacy skills as part of the core curriculum for al grade levels; and

WHEREAS, certified library media specialists are the primary resource for teaching
students information acquisition skills:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legidature of the state of Utah, the
Governor concurring therein, urge that every elementary school in the state of Utah be staffed with
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afull-time certified library media specialist.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legidature and the Governor urge that increased
funding for library specialists and collective development be provided.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that local school boards are encouraged to meet State
Board of Education minimum standards for library media center facilities and programs with
certified staffing.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Utah State
Board of Education and each school district in the state of Utah.

L egislative Review Note
asof 1-8-01 10:23 AM

A limited legal review of this legislation raises no obvious constitutional or statutory concerns.
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